
Pit BUll TerriErs &
Breed-Discriminatory Laws

Breed-Discriminatory Laws (BDL) are:

What’s wrong with BDL?

What should communiƟes do instead? 

BDL Opponents: 

• Virtually all animal protecƟon groups oppose BDL. 
• But it’s not just about concern for pit bull terriers, non-animal welfare
groups also oppose BDL including the American Bar AssociaƟon, the Center
for Disease Control, and the Obama AdministraƟon. 

“There is no evidence that breed-specific bans reduce the rate or severity
of bite injuries.”  - The American Veterinary Medical AssociaƟon

• Breed-neutral, responsible pet ownership laws are the only effecƟve way
to reduce dog bites and make communiƟes safer. These laws focus on the
owner, not a dog’s physical appearance. 

• BDL simply doesn’t work. Experts and studies have proven that BDL doesn’t
make communiƟes safer and wastes taxpayer dollars. 
  - A comprehensive review of studies by the American Veterinary Medical
   AssociaƟon concluded BDL didn’t reduce dog bites. 
  - BDL in Prince George’s County, Maryland has failed to reduce dog bites
   and costs the county tens of thousands of dollars annually. 
    - BDL has failed in the United States, Spain, and the U.K.  
  - There are no studies finding that BDL does work. 

• Laws that prohibit or restrict dogs based on their supposed breed. 
• Today, most BDL oŌen targets “pit bull terriers.” 
  - But “pit bull terrier” isn’t a recognized dog breed, it’s just a term used
   to describe dogs that look a certain way, regardless of actual breed.
  - MulƟple studies on dog bites have found that pit bull terriers are no
   more aggressive than other types of dogs.  
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